
What’s the future for NANAMIC and 

its members?
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History of maths associations

• First recorded 1871

• Association for Improvement of 

Geometrical Teaching (AIGT)

– 1897 became Mathematical Association

– Mainly teachers in boys’ public schools

– Included professional mathematicians

– Girls’ schools from 1912
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Mathematical Association

• Mainly teachers in boys’ public schools

• Included professional mathematicians

• Girls’ schools from 1912

• Focus on public schools and grammar 

schools

• 1000 members by 1925
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Mathematical Association

• Primary committee set up in 1940s

• Teaching aids in mathematics 

committee

• Caleb Gattegno on both committees

• Nothing for primary or for 80% who 

attended secondary modern schools

NANAMIC CIO
Registered charity number 1154042



The split!

• Caleb set up Association for Teaching 

Aids in Mathematics (ATAM) in 1952

– To promote use of aids, exploration and 

discovery

• 1000 members within one year

• Became Association of Teachers of 

Mathematics in 1962
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Two large associations

• Joint local branches

• Both publish

– Mathematical Gazette (MA 1875 -)

– Mathematics Teaching (ATM 1955 -)

– Mathematics in Schools (MA 1971 -)
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Vote to join

• 1988 vote of members about rejoining

– 40% of MA in favour

– 25% of ATM

• 1994 vote on taking a vote!

– MA – yes

– ATM - no

NANAMIC CIO
Registered charity number 1154042



Other associations

• 1974 National Association of 

Mathematics Advisors (NAMA)

• Association of Mathematics Education 

Teachers (AMET)

• 1993 National Association for Numeracy 

and Mathematics in Colleges 

(NANAMIC)
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NANAMIC

• Set up in 1993

• Members were post-16 colleges

– FE, tertiary, sixth form

• Early committee members still involved

– Fiona Allan (1998) - speaker

– Graham Griffiths (1999) – still trustee

– David Martin (2002) - speaker
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NANAMIC

• Personal membership introduced

– Trustees still to represent college with 

principal’s approval

– Sally (2006), Andrew (2007), John (2009)

• Other than colleges involved
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My role as Teacher Trainer

and Advisor

• Level 5 Diploma in Teaching Maths

– Colleges

– Secure Estate (prisons)

– Community (often local authority)

– Private training providers (apprenticeships)

– Voluntary sector

– Armed forces

– Online
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Voice of post-16

• NANAMIC representative on MMSA and 

JMC ensure voice of post-16 is heard

• Professor Sir Adrian Smith’s review of 

post-16 mathematics launch (July 2017)

• Invited to take part in consultations

– Pearson next week
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Joining Together

• MMSA ensured closer links

• Paper by Jennie Golding of MA 2017

• Subcommittee launched with John as 

chair

• New charity AMiE set up

• Progress towards joining

• Changes of leadership of MA and ATM
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Joining Together 2

• Project managers appointed

• Save £30k by joining into ‘revised’ MA or 

ATM

• Agreed to go down this route by trustees

• Votes started by MA at joint conference 

(92% in favour)

• Unanimous votes by 3 smaller 

associations
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Joining Together 3

• ATM proxy voting finished 30 minutes 

ago

• EGM of ATM to take place on 2 July
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Positive vote of ATM

• If 75% of ATM voting members choose 

to merge – the merger process will 

begin

• The present trustees of the MA will 

resign

• The MA will change its name to AMiE

• Interim trustees will be chosen to 

represent the five associations
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Positive vote - NANAMIC

• Over a 12-month period, NANAMIC and 

the other associations will cease to exist

• Your membership will transfer to AMiE

• New trustees will be appointed

• It is essential that the new trustees 

include at least one post-16 

representative
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AMiE Membership

• May be slightly more expensive

– Monthly subscription

• Post-16 Special Interest Group

• Will also include:

– Regular free publication

– Discounted/free CPD & conferences

– Discounted MA/ATM publications

– Access to MA library
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Below 75% vote by ATM

• Decision by ATM trustees

• Discussion by MMSA

• Maybe all five associations continue
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NANAMIC membership

• If NANAMIC continues

– New trustees needed (Sally & John)

• Membership drive
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