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Don’t say that!

• You always take the small number from the big number

• The more digits there are, the bigger the number

• To multiply by 10, simply add a 0 to the end of the number

• To divide by 10,  take off the last number and that becomes the 
remainder



Don’t say that!

• A fraction has a top number and a bottom number 

• In a fraction the big number is always on the bottom

• If it’s a rectangle, it’s not a square

• When you multiply (or divide by 10) the decimal point moves



Don’t say that

• When you multiply two numbers together, you always get a bigger 
number

• What other rules do we give children that don’t work in later years?

Write  your suggestions in the chat box.







Don’t imply that

‘=’ means ‘this is the next thing I thought of’

For example:                  2 + 3 = 5 + 6 = 11 x 7 = 77

But                                   2 + 3 ≠ 5 + 6 ≠ 11 x 7 = 77

Why?              2 + 3 =                 4 + 6 =             10 – 7 = 



Don’t imply that

Fractions are always parts of pizza



Don’t imply that

The number system starts at 0





Don’t imply that

How many sides do these figures have?

A child may respond the (a) has two sides and a ‘bottom’, shape (b) has 
two sides and a top and only (c) has three sides.



Don’t imply that

All shapes have equal sides

Found on Google:
• ‘What do I call an irregular quadrilateral with 6 sides?’

• ‘What is an irregular 8-sided shape called?’

• ‘Can I call a 6-sided polygon a ‘hexagon’ even if the sides 

aren't equal?’



Don’t imply that

• All triangles look like this:

• All right-angles triangles look like this: 



Don’t imply that

• These are parallel lines: 

• These lines are not parallel: 



Don’t imply that

You never get a minus sign 

at the beginning of an equation…



Language in the Maths classroom

Label your axes!









Sometimes word play helps them remember!





Maths words can confuse learners

complex
degree
differentiation
digit
even
function
gross
integration
key
metre (meter)
odd

operation
power
plot
prime
problem
product
root
table
series
volume
yard

Can you think of any 
more words which 
mean one thing to the 
general public and 
something different in 
the Maths classroom?
Type them into the 
chat.











Do say this!









The principals of suggestion (as defined in NLP)

There is a surface structure to language (the actual words) and a deeper 
structure (their meaning and what is suggested)

Notice the difference between:

If you do this you might…..

and

When you do this you will…….

It is also about avoiding implying what you do not want. ‘Try’ for example 
implies possible failure.



Suggestive language for teachers



Don’t think of 



You cannot not think of something

• I am not going to tell you that you are going to enjoy this.

• I’m not suggesting you will understand division straight away.



Suggestive language

• The order of words isn’t important – ‘This is the easiest way, isn’t it?’
is the same as saying ‘isn’t this the easiest way?’



Limiting mindset with a question

So how interested are you in this option?

I’m wondering how quickly you will begin to learn this?

Would it now be an opportunity to do some measuring?

Phrase a question to include a suggestion; so that the person the 
question is directed at, will think of what you want.



Mentioning a desired state

Mentioning the desired state of mind or emotion (what you want) in 
your suggestion can help to encourage that state of mind by bringing it 
to the attention of the person you are talking to.

• I am curious to know when you will enjoy number bonds.

• Another fun way to do this calculation is to ….



Because

If you connect a suggestion to something that is undeniably true it is likely to 
make the suggestion more likely to be accepted.

• As you read this you could begin to think of your own version of this 
pattern.

• Completing this activity means that you will find the next one easier.

• Now that you know you can work out equivalent fractions and you know 
percent means ‘out of 100’ you will be able to turn simple fractions into 
percentages.



Yes tags

Adding a ‘yes tag’ (isn’t it, doesn’t it, wouldn’t it, can’t it?) after a 
suggestion particularly at the end of a sentence makes it more likely to 
be accepted.  This works even better if you nod while you do it.

• Now you can multiply by 10, you can divide by 10, can’t you?

• Your group had the correct answer 36. Now you could make up 
similar questions,  couldn’t you?

• This is a quick way, isn’t it?



Command with a question

• Can you think of a question to ask?

• Can you work more quietly?

• Could you put your pens down, look at me and listen?



That’s right

• That’s right, label the x and y axes carefully

• Talking quietly in groups, that’s right 



Choice with no choice

• Would you like to do the odd numbered examples or the even 
numbered examples?

• Which maths worksheet would you like to do for homework?

• Would you like to use the traditional method or would you like to use 
the grid method?



Mirroring body language



And finally

A talking sheepdog rounds up all the sheep into the pen for his 
farmer. He comes back and says, “Okay, Chief — all 40 sheep 
accounted for”.

The farmer says, “But I’ve counted them and I’ve only got 36!”

The sheepdog replies, “I know, but I rounded them up.”



A few Maths jokes

• Parallel lines have so much in common … It’s a shame they’ll never 
meet.

• Did you hear about the over-educated circle? It has 360°!

• Why doesn’t anybody talk to circles? Because there’s no point.
• 3

• Why did the maths teacher spill all of his food in the oven? The 
directions said, “Put it in the oven at 180°”.



And a few more

• Do you know what’s odd? Every other number!

• I hired an odd job man to do eight jobs for me. When I got back, he’d 
only done jobs one, three, five, and seven.

•Did you hear about the maths teacher who’s afraid of negative
numbers? He’ll stop at nothing to avoid them.

• Why was the maths class so long? The teacher kept going off on a 
tangent.
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