


About the AMSP
▪ A government-funded initiative, managed by MEI, 

providing national support for teachers and students in 

all state-funded schools and colleges in England.

▪ It aims to increase participation in AS/A level 

Mathematics and Further Mathematics, and Core 

Maths, and improve the teaching of these qualifications.

▪ Additional support is given to those in priority areas to 

boost social mobility so that, whatever their gender, 

background or location, students can choose their best 

maths pathway post-16, and have access to high quality 

maths teaching. 

http://mei.org.uk/


Core Maths 

across the 

curriculum

Tom Rainbow



“While Core Maths is likely to be particularly 

valuable for students progressing to higher 

education courses with a distinct 

mathematical or statistical element such as 

psychology, geography, business and 

management, such qualifications will also be 

valuable for any student aiming for a career 

in a professional, creative or technical field.” 

DfE Core Maths qualifications: technical guidance 



“Core Maths courses should prepare 

students for the varied contexts they are 

likely to encounter in vocational and 

academic study and in future employment 

and life, for example, financial modelling and 

analysis of data trends.”

DfE Core Maths qualifications: technical guidance 



Association for the 
Teaching of Psychology



Benefits

▪ Authenticity

▪ Practise

▪ Use of maths



Challenges

▪ Complexity

▪ Inconsistency

▪ Timings



Year Total number of entries Percentage Increase

2016 2931

2017 5376 83.42

2018 6849 27.40

2019 9027 31.80

2020 11791 30.62

Core Maths Entries



Subject grouping June 2019 June 2020 % change in entries

Mathematics 86,185 89,730 4%

Psychology 62,685 63,490 1%

Biology 64,460 61,130 -5%

Chemistry 55,615 53,435 -4%

History 47,920 41,645 -13%

English literature 37,475 38,310 2%

Sociology 36,295 36,965 2%

Physics 36,420 35,740 -2%

Business studies 30,820 33,260 8%

Economics 30,095 30,865 3%

Geography 32,050 27,470 -14%

Political studies 18,495 16,455 -11%

English language 13,815 14,715 7%

Religious studies 16,455 14,680 -11%

Mathematics (further) 13,920 14,475 4%

Core Maths 9,027 11,791 31%

Computing 10,550 11,730 11%

Law 11,245 11,275 0%

Physical education 9,905 10,355 5%

Design & technology 9,375 9,185 -2%

Drama 9,320 8,685 -7%

Spanish 7,995 8,225 3%

French 7,680 7,685 0%
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Maths in other A levels

▪ Geography, Economics (at least 25%)

▪ Biology, Business, Design Technology and 

Psychology (at least 10%) 

▪ PE (no specific percentage)

▪ Sociology (no specific percentage but you will 

be analysing data)



Getting students talking



From: https://www.business-live.co.uk/

https://www.floodmap.net/
https://www.business-live.co.uk/


Source: tandfonline



Source: Gapminder



Rising Sea 

Levels

Geography

Biology

Economics

Sociology

Politics
Engineering

Psychology



Source: OCR – Core Maths 2019



Source: OCR – Core Maths 2019



Edexcel Sample Assessment – Paper 2



AQA June 2017 – Paper 2



Edexcel May 2016 – Paper 2



Source : Edexcel GCE – June 2018



Cross Curricular aims

▪ Offer Core Maths

▪ Collaborate with other subjects
▪ Overview of curriculum

▪ Methods of delivery

▪ Inconsistencies

▪ Student recruitment and support



Contact the AMSP

01225 716 492

admin@amsp.org.uk

amsp.org.uk 

Advanced_Maths


