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Thoughts from the chair 
There are plenty of things happening which have the potential to 
affect post-16 mathematics education. To many of us it seems that 
there has been little other than change since the introduction of 
Curriculum 2000. Here are my observations, which are not  
necessarily the views of NANAMIC. 

The new GCSEs have had their first assessments. Ofqual published 

their reports into these on Thursday. Are the learners who are 

coming in with a grade 3 more enthusiastic about mathematics 

than those who came with a D in previous years? Are their maths 

skills any better? NANAMIC and the Joint Mathematical Council 

would very much like to hear your views. 

The new linear A Levels are in place. One of my concerns is about 

the number of girls taking Advanced Level Maths and Further 

Mathematics. One of the advantages of the modular system was 

that there was a marked improvement in the results obtained by 

girls across almost all subjects.  The new linear courses have the 

potential to see a reversal of this trend.  I really hope I am proved 

wrong. 

 

Core mathematics continues to advance slowly and it is hoped that 

the budget announcement of additional funding for Level 3 will 

lead to colleges being encouraged to enrol their learners on this 

excellent subject. Although there is a national shortage of maths 

teachers, some colleges have come up with innovative ideas of  

using other specialist teachers to deliver core maths.  If your  

college doesn’t offer Core maths, encourage them to do so. 
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Have your say 

Do you have a  
viewpoint you would 
like to share through 
our bi-monthly  
newsletter? Then send 
it as an editable  
document (e.g. Word) 
to : 
 
newsletter 
@nanamic.org.uk 
 
 We will publish those 
we consider may be 
helpful to the post-16 
mathematics  
community. 

NANAMIC membership –  

update information  

It has been decided that the NANAMIC membership year will 

now operate from January to December. This means that those 

who joined to attend the July conferences will be members until 

the end of this month. Those who join now will be members un-

til the end of 2018.  

.. Continued from front page 

Functional Mathematics is go-

ing through the final consulta-

tion stage. Many have respond-

ed by asking about the purpose 

of this subject.  There seems to 

be an attempt at compromise 

between it being fit for appren-

tices and as a stepping stone to 

GCSE; which seems to have 

rendered it unfit for any pur-

pose! We wait to see the final 

result. 

 
For many years there has been 

an appreciation within educa-

tion of the excellent resources 

provided by the BBC Bitesize.  It 

is great that they have started 

to produce on-line materials for 

functional maths.  Try these out 

and let them know what you 

think. There is an open letter 

from the Bitesize editor on  

pages 4 and 5. 

 
 

 

 

 

Finally, representatives of the 

five mathematical associations 

which represent teachers (MA, 

ATM, AMET, NAMA and  

NANAMIC) met in London on 4  

December to discuss the  

possibility of uniting to form a 

single charity to represent the 

mathematical community.   

Excellent progress has been 

made and a report has been 

sent out to members of each 

association.  If you haven’t  

received an update, then it is 

likely that you are NOT a  

member of any of these.  Join 

NANAMIC for only £20 a year 

to ensure that you have the 

latest information.  It also  

entitles you to apply to attend 

our conferences. 

 

On behalf of the trustees and 

committee of NANAMIC  I 

would like to wish you a very 

happy Christmas and a  

wonderful New Year. 

 

John Barton 
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Free Events for new 
teachers of A Level 
Maths 

The Institute of  
Education (London) is 
offering a free 3-day 
course for Maths 
Teachers who have  
only recently started 
teaching A Level 
Maths.  
Advanced  
Mathematics  
Teaching in Early  
Career, 9-11 April.  
Follow this link for  
details. 

BCME9 

Plans are being put in 

place for the next 

British Congress of 

Mathematics  

Education (BCME), a 

once every 4 years 

event. It will be held at 

Warwick University,  

3 - 6 April 2018. The 

latest information is 

available on the 

BCME9 webpage. Ad-

vanced booking for 

BCME closes on 31 Jan-

uary  

If you would like to print off 

a flyer to share with your 

organisation, you can find 

one on the  

NANAMIC website. 

Boost your favourite charity’s funds (including NANAMIC) 

Have you booked your holidays yet? Do you use Bookings.com or 

Hotels.com? Do you book train tickets? Do you shop online at one of 

the large supermarkets or Boots, Amazon, Ebay or Argos? 

Join “Give as you live” for free and choose to support any UK charity, 

including NANAMIC. Shop online as normal. Just go to your favourite 

websites through the giveasyoulive site, and your chosen charity will 

receive a percentage for free. Use it all year round and make a  

difference. 

 

NCETM Secondary Newsletter  

The latest NCETM newsletters can be viewed on the NCETC website. 

(You will need to register (free) and log in.) They contains articles on 

exam results, the Smith Review into post-16 maths, Core Maths and 

the budget implications. 

The latest NCETM Secondary and FE magazines can be viewed on the 

same website. 

 

Education and Training Foundation  

ETF News is available here. It contains details of their courses and 

QTLS. You also need to contact them if you are interested in becom-

ing a member of the Society for Education and Training (SET) or in 

obtaining Advanced Teacher Status (ATS). 

 

MEI Mathematics in Education and Industry  

The latest MEI Newsletter is available here. 

 

STEM Learning  

The National STEM Centre’s latest Secondary and FE Newsletter can 

be found here. 

Charted Maths Teacher designation CMathTeach  

If you have a degree which is mainly mathematics and you have un-

dertaken further study at masters level into teaching, then you 

should consider applying for the CMathTeach designation.  Full de-

tails of how to apply can be found on theNANAMIC website.  
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What is Beta? 

 

We believe in starting 

small and learning 

from our users as we 

go - a beta badge helps 

you understand that 

we're doing this. As we 

understand more 

about how the new 

website is used, we'll 

look to add new func-

tionality and vocational 

contexts. [BBC] 

BBC Bitesize support for Functional Skills and 
vocational maths and English qualifications 

A message from Oonagh 
Jaquest, Editor| Bitesize 

I’m delighted to let you know 

that new BBC Bitesize  

content for learners studying 

for practical maths and English 

qualifications has now gone 

live:   

www.bbc.co.uk/functionalskills 

The Bitesize Functional Skills 

beta supports learners studying 

Functional Skills in English and 

maths at Levels 1 and 2 in  

England and the equivalent  

levels of Core Skills in Scotland 

and Essential Skills in Wales 

and Northern Ireland. 

I’m grateful for all the input 

you, as individuals working 

with these learners, have had 

into the development of this 

new offer from BBC Bitesize. 

We all know that these  

qualifications can open doors 

to employment for young  

people and play a part in  

transforming lives. 

What is the offer? 

Our learner guides are  

interactive resources. They are 

made up of high-quality video 

showing maths and English 

skills being used in real-life  

scenarios, supported by  

interactive activities to check 

understanding.  

We’ve grouped our content by 

vocational context – such as 

Hair and Beauty and Sport and 

Leisure – so that learners can 

find a context that’s familiar to 

them.  By Spring 2018 we will 

have launched further  

vocational contexts including 

Catering, Construction, Retail 

and Health and Social Care. The 

learning in all vocational  

contexts is relevant to learners 

of any background, supporting 

transferability of skills. 

Our English Explained and 

Maths Explained learner guides 

support understanding of some 

of the key concepts in each 

subject, which in some cases 

means starting at Entry Level 3 

and building to Level 1. 

FAQs 

Which maths qualifications are 

supported? 

All of the content is mapped to 

the following qualifications. 

Our beta functionality doesn’t 

currently support labelling of 

levels and national qualifica-

tions at individual learner guide 

level. 

Maths 

England: Functional Skills L1, L2 

Scotland: Core Skills Numeracy 

F3GF10 SCQF Level 4 & 5 

Northern Ireland: Essential 

Skills Application of Number 

Level 1 & 2 

Wales: Essential Skills  

Application of Number L1 & 2 
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BBC Bitesize—functional skills 

Feeding back 

Please email my team at  

BitesizePost-16@bbc.co.uk  

with any feedback you may 

have. 



 Content for studying practical maths and English qualifications is now live! 

What about reformed Functional Skills? 

The first teaching of reformed Functional Skills in England is planned for September 

2019. The current site supports the current qualification framework. 

Further information for learners can be found here:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zyyhmsg 

Feedback 

We are particularly interested in: 

• Feedback about how learners engage 

with the content, including video and 

activities 

• Feedback about the kind of website 

features learners particularly value or 

would value in future 

• Feedback about the relatability of the 

real-life scenarios and real people in 

the videos and whether learners feel 

this supports their learning and career 

aspirations 

• General feedback and suggestions 

 

We conducted research and user testing in 

all of these areas during the development 

of the content and would value any builds 

on that now that the content is live.  We 

conduct ongoing evaluation of our content 

and site functionality and are happy to 

hear from groups of learners or teachers 

who would be interested in taking part. 

Best wishes 

Oonagh 
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 Recommended site for RESITS! 

http://www.mathsresits.co.uk/  

http://www.mathsresits.co.uk/


NANAMIC membership 

 

 Being a member of 

NANAMIC is very cheap 

at only £20 per year.  

As a member, you can 

attend any of our 

events, including either 

of our annual  

conferences.   

 

If you are interested in joining 

NANAMIC  please complete the 

application form on our website 

and email it to  

admin@nanamic.org.uk. 

 The easiest way to pay your 

membership is by credit/debit 

card using our PayPal. The link on 

the webpage is set-up to  

automatically renew your  

membership each year. 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

NEWS EXTRA 

NANAMIC continues to be active on twitter. Please follow us 

@NanamicCio for the latest news, updates and events.  

  

 

National Association for Numeracy and Mathematics in Colleges CIO 

Email admin@nanamic.org.uk 

Website www.nanamic.org.uk 

Telephone  07757 816402 

 

Registered charity number 1154042. 

Principal office: 8 Chelmsford Rd, London E18 2PL. 

Great Ways to Make Maths Fun - At a Special Price for 2 Weeks 
only  

https://www.tarquingroup.com/maths-trumps-set-of-6.html? 

NOTE: NANAMIC does  not endorse this product and is just 
passing on information about it. 

Advanced booking for BCME closes on 31 January  

http://www.nanamic.org.uk/
http://www.nanamic.org.uk/

