
GCSE QUESTIONS IN 

MATHEMATICS



What would you expect?
On your table are some GCSE questions.

Some are from Foundation papers.

Some are from Higher papers.

Some appear on both.

What makes each of these a ‘challenging 

question’?
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Generalities
Topics that challenged ‘Higher’ pupils:

Proof

Inequalities

Negative numbers

Units (converting, compound measures)

Ratio and proportion

Geometric reasoning



Generalities
Topics that challenged ‘Foundation’ pupils:

Metric units

Bearings

Algebra (particularly factorising and substitution)

Simultaneous equations

Fractions, decimals and percentages

Ratio and proportion




