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From GCSE Maths…

13-18% 20-25%Over 50%

Could access Core maths 
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Details of Core Maths qualifications

▪ 2-year course (1 year is possible)

▪ 180 guided learning hours 

▪ Level-3 Qualification for students with 
GCSE Maths Grade C or above

▪ Real life Problem Solving maths

▪ Equivalent to an AS-level (with UCAS 
points) 

▪ Offered by all the major Awarding 
Organisations
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National Picture

Type of institution

Number of centres 

Teaching Core Maths

Total number 

of institutions

Percentage 

coverage

2014-15 2015-16 2014-15 2015-16

Schools with sixth forms 77 245 2104 4% 12%

Sixth Form Colleges 14 33 95 15% 35%

FE Colleges 54 68 225 24% 30%

Studio schools/ UTC 3 15 52 6% 29%

Total 148 361 2476 6% 15%

Lily Tang: ltang@camre.ac.uk Iram Hussain: Hussain_I@sjd.ac.uk

mailto:ltang@camre.ac.uk
mailto:Hussain_I@sjd.ac.uk


Core Maths: not more Maths

• Skilled based course rather than a content based 
course

• Actually doing Maths rather than learning maths 

How should we change our approach in teaching it?
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See the maths in 
the problem

able to explain 
clearly their 
method (not just 
speaking)

stating 
assumptions

Determining 
whether it is one 
answer or a range 

of answers 

structuring 
mathematical 
argument

resilience

refining 
estimations

checking 
answers

use of tables 
and/or 

spreadsheets

not stopping at 
one answer

Critical Analysis 
of data 

Brave enough to 
face unfamiliar 

Maths

Pick out the 
useful part of 

the data



How’s things doing in FE?

• A much needed qualification for FE colleges which do not 

currently have any Level 3 Maths provision 

• Focusing on one or two faculties e.g. BTEC Science

• Work closely with the departments 

• Get the ball rolling…under the ‘post-16 maths reform storm’
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Entitlement, not compulsion

‘It is ethical for us as a post-16 institution 

to provide an alternative to A-level maths 

for students who do not have the GCSE 

Maths grade for A-level Maths, but still 

very much need to continue studying 

Maths in support of their A-level subjects 

as well as preparation for university.’
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CMSP Phase 2 (2016/17)- 35 CMLs @0.4 FTE proposed

Increasing Capacity:

▪ Centres teaching Core Maths and upscaling provision

▪ Teachers trained to teach Core Maths

Transitioning to Maths Hubs:

▪ Level 3 Coordination

▪ Clusters/ networks >> workgroups 

Promoting Core Maths

▪ Endorsement and recognition from employers and 
Higher Education
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• Now let’s do some maths!
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• Q and A?

Contact details:

▪ Core Maths Support Programme 
CMSP@educationdevelopmenttrust.com
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