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Report on the 2005 NANAMIC Annual Conference, Leicester University

NANAMIC were delighted that Professor Celia Hoyles, the Government’s Chief Advisor for Mathematics gave the keynote address.  Professor Hoyles discussed what the proposed new ‘functional maths’ specification might actually mean, coming to the conclusion that nobody really knows yet! She stressed the importance of those who will be delivering ‘functional maths’ being involved in the discussions leading to the development of the qualification framework
. She also discussed the 14-19 white paper and CPD for mathematics and Numeracy specialists and identified and clarified other recent developments in mathematics education.  There was an extremely useful opportunity for delegates to ask 

questions, which were answered with honesty and humour.

Jane Imrie, the National Subject Lead in Mathematics at the DfES Standards Unit, used her session to introduce the project, its emphasis on activity-based learning and some examples of the resources developed.  The resource pack was sent to all post-16 mathematics providers last October – there are some marvelous materials here for levels 2 & 3, but most are easily adaptable by tutors for all levels.  The Standards Unit are now working with Maths4Life to extend the materials to entry levels.  Further information on the project and the Subject learning Coach scheme can be found at www.successforall.gov.uk, or by contacting Jane directly by e-mail at jane.imrie@dfes.gsi.gov.uk.

Oonagh Gormley gave a very informative outline of the vision and work of the Maths4Life initiative. It is well worth looking at their website to find out more: www.maths4life.org
Viv Brown, University of Sunderland and Gateshead College, led an inspirational session whose title—Resources, ideas and activities (Entry 1 to Level 2)—did not really do it justice.  Viv and her colleagues have developed these as part of a Numeracy Subject Specialist course.  A lot of truly innovative ideas and activities were discussed and sampled, with participants leaving eager to try them with their own learners.  

Participants won’t forget Lesley Way’s pancake tossing activity, which was a good example of an imaginative approach to data collection and handling.

A session on dice, card and board games was very much hands-on, with participants trying the games and looking at how they can be used to practice skills and to have fun in the classroom.  Few teachers and trainers have large budgets for such ‘luxuries’ as games, so time was spent discussing how they can be created cheaply and easily.  A free CD of games resources from Oxford & Cherwell Valley College was provided for participants.

The infectious enthusiasm of Alan Cately, Tynemouth College, won many over to his philosophy that “Hands on technology for the teacher = minds on maths for learners”.  His session was a most convincing demonstration of the potential power, effectiveness and enjoyment that IT can bring to the classroom.

There were other sessions on a wide variety of topics – those mentioned above are just a sample.

Overall, the conference was a great success and the vast majority left with a smile on their face.  If you are at all interested in developing your skills as a mathematics and Numeracy teacher or trainer, then the NANAMIC Annual Conference provides a very cost-effective and enjoyable way of meeting colleagues, hearing about developments in the areas and trying out a range of activities.  We hope to see you at the 2006 conference at Derby College – mark Wednesday 28th June in your diary now.

David Ireland
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